Epidural abscess presented with psychiatric symptoms.
Cranial epidural abscesses are unusual in neurosurgical practice. Mostly they are secondary to skull bone osteomyelitis of foreign body implantation as a result of trauma, or infection of paranasal sinus, otitis, and mastoiditis in adults or late adolescents. The purulent inflammatory process of the epidural abscess, thrombophlebitis of the venous drainage, septic thrombosis, direct extension into the orbit, carvenous sinus, superior orbital fissure give the epidural abscess a high mortality and morbidity. We present an interesting case, who has had psychiatric symptoms such as bizarre behavior, auditory and visual hallucination for about two years. Incidental brain computed tomograms, to exclude the organic-somatic disorder, revealed a huge brain abscess. Emergent surgical intervention was carried out and the episodes of talking to himself and auditory hallucination subsided. The removal of the epidural abscess eliminated the symptoms and cured the patient. All the right amygdata, entorhinal area, cingulate gyrus, hippocampus and parahippocampal gyrus of this patient were compressed by the huge abscess. All these structures belonged to limbic system. Diseases involving the limb system may cause emotional disturbances, such as delusions, illusions and hallucinations, emotional lability, pathological laughing and crying, rage reaction and aggression, apathy and placidity, even endogenous fear, anxiety, depression and euphoria. Dramatic improvement of the patient was found after surgical removal of the abscess. We highlight this interesting case for it will undoubtedly bring together a large cooperation of psychiatrists, neurologists and neurosurgeons.